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teries, were all burnt, the huts were pulled down, the images
"broken, as well as the crucifixes, and strewed in pieces about
the roads in contempt. They destroyed even the dogs and
the fowls; nor would they forgive the Indians themselves
who were in the service of the Spaniards and their priests;
striking the ground and cursing it because it supported such
cruel and very wicked men. All this was done, more-
over, with such violence and fury, that even the Span-
iards who resided in Cubagua were in great fear for their
lives. Nor is there any doubt but that, had the Indians
possessed sufficient boats, they would have gone over to the
island, which is only twenty-two miles distant, in the gulf;
thereby to make an end of all the Spaniards who were there.
But having only a few canoes they could not attempt it,
although their inclination was strong.
The king's officers immediately despatched a brigantine to
San Domingo, to give notice of what had occurred; where-
fore the almirante, having heard the case, prepared four
hundred soldiers, and appointed Jacob Castiglione to be
their captain. As to the doctor, when he heard of the death
of his cavaliers, he immediately made himself a Dominican
brother; which was much better, in my opinion, than going
"back to Culagua to fish for pearls.1 Meanwhile Castiglione
sailed from La Isla Espafoola, and in eight days arrived at
Cumand; here he most bravely jumped on shore with all
Ms soldiers, had to fight against the Indians during forty
days, and made a great slaughter of them; although they
defended themselves valorously, wounding and killing seve-
ral Spaniards. Still, in the end, being inferior in courage,
in strength, and in genius, the Indians were always beaten;
so that they were obliged at last to ask for peace, and sur-
1 The general reader will hardly recognize in the Doc tor Bartholomew
so brusquely spoken of by Benzoni, that worthy and well-meaning friend
of the natives, Las Casas. By a moral solecism, however, Las Casas in-
vented the method of relieving the labour of Indians, by importing
negroes from the Coast of Guinea I (Tram.)